
SEA-HARUNNER
COQUILLE INDIAN HOUSING AUTHORITY

HOUSING PAYMENT PICK UP AVAILABLE

Housing payment pick up is available
for elders and people with a

disability. Call CIHA to schedule a
payment pick up at (541) 888-6501.

2678 Mexeye Loop
Coos Bay, OR 97420

 

Phone:  (541) 888-6501
Phone:  (800) 988-6501
Fax:        (541) 888-8266

 

traceymueller@coquilleiha.org
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Fire season

continues

As of 8/24/2023

S E P T E M B E R  I S  N A T I O N A L  P R E P A R E D N E S S  M O N T H
Wildfires, Earthquakes, Tsunamis.... Are you prepared? As we've seen in recent events, you need to be

ready to evacuate at a moment's notice. The Coquille Indian Tribe is holding a Safety Fair 
at the end of September. More information will be forthcoming. Find preparedness resources at:  

www.redcross.org and www.ready.gov

P U B L I C  S A F E T Y
B U L L E T I N

Emergency Management Director, Lon Matheny would like to

extend an invitation for membership and employees to attend The

City of Coos Bay’s Community Preparedness "Get Ready”

lecture/event at the downtown Firehouse, 450 Elrod Street,  

on Saturday, Sept 9  from  11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

The Coquille Indian
Tribe is looking for

ham radio operators
and volunteers for a

support action team.
Training will be

provided for both.  
If you are interested,

contact the Tribe's Emergency Management Director, 
Lon Matheny at: lonmatheny@coquilletribe.org

https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies.html


At the young age of nine, Jerry Merritt was
watching the TV show Adam-12 and knew right then
that he wanted to be a police officer. So in 1989,
Jerry became a Police cadet for the North Bend
police department.  Now, 34 years later, Jerry is
Chief of Police for the Coquille Indian Tribe and
celebrating his 30th wedding anniversary to his
high school sweetheart, Anita.

In 2014, Jerry accepted a position as a Police Officer
with the Coquille Indian Tribe.  Six years later he was
promoted to Police Chief. Working for a small police
department, Jerry had one thing in mind – Community
Service.  The most important thing to him is getting to
know the residents at Kilkich, being involved in the
community, and keeping residents safe.
The Tribe’s K9, Stormy, was passed on to him from
Officer Scoville after marijuana became legal so that
Scoville could train another dog, Ben, to become a
‘three odor’ dog. As a ‘four odor’ dog, Stormy was still
able to work at jails, airports, and anywhere else
marijuana was illegal. Stormy retired in 2020.  She
enjoyed a year of retirement with the Merritt family
before sadly passing away in 2021.
Jerry has had his own challenges.  Five years ago he 
 overcame esophageal cancer only to be diagnosed
with brain cancer a year later.  Jerry continues to fight
the cancer but you’d never know it with his always
happy, friendly personality, and dedication to his work.
We are very fortunate to have Jerry as our police chief
and appreciate everything he does for us.

Chief Merritt with his family

MEET COQUILLE TRIBAL POLICE CHIEF MERRITT

After seven years as a cadet, Jerry became a police officer for North Bend and served in
many different capacities including a School Resource Officer, a Motor Officer, and being
part of the Homicide Investigation Team.
Jerry’s wife Anita became a midwife and continues to work at Bay Area Hospital. They have
two daughters, Sarah who is a 2nd-year nursing student and Amanda who works in the
employment industry. They are thrilled to be able to spoil a grandchild.

K9 Stormy



KILKICH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Next KRA meeting
is 

Monday September, 11th
 

ALL residents are
welcome.

In addition to September's
In addition to September'sKilkich BBQ, look out for more

Kilkich BBQ, look out for moreevents brought to you by the
events brought to you by theKilkich Residents Association.

Kilkich Residents Association.

Look out for details in next

month's newsletter on our

Haunted Woods event at the

end of October 

1 CIHA Office Closed

4
CIHA Office Closed

for Labor Day

5 Dumpsters Leave

9-10 Salmon Celebration at
The Mill Casino

9 'Get Ready' event 
(See Public Safety page)

11

Kilkich Residents
Association Meeting 

at the CIHA Office and
via Zoom.

Begins at 5:30 p.m.

17 KRA Community BBQ

16-17 Bay Area Fun Festival

29 Annual Bicycle Rodeo

Don't forget - Dumpsters Will Be leaving on
Tuesday, September 5th

September
C A L E N D E R
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Enjoy the sights, sounds, and tastes of this popular festival. Highlights include live
entertainment, the famous Cruz the Coos featuring nearly 500 vintage

automobiles, the Prefontaine Memorial Run, K-DOCK RockFest, the BAFF parade,
and much more!

THE BAY AREA FUN FESTIVAL
THE LAST BIG PARTY OF THE SUMMER

SEPTEMBER 16-17, 2023

A rolling and challenging course, the Prefontaine 10K
road race honors one of America’s greatest distance
runners, Steve Prefontaine. Event includes the 10K run
and a 2M walk. Hilly, out and back.  
Go to prefontainerun.net/race-details to register.


